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Connecticut Fund for the Environment (CFE) is a non-profit environmental organization with 
thousands of members and over 15,000 activists. The mission of CFE, and its bi-state program 
Save the Sound, is to protect and improve the land, air, and water of Connecticut and Long 
Island Sound. We use legal and scientific expertise and bring people together to achieve results 
that benefit our environment for current and future generations. 
 
Dear Senator Kennedy, Senator Miner, Representative Demicco, and Members of the 
Environment Committee: 
 
I. S.B. 7 – CFE Strongly Supports S.B. 7, AAC Climate Change Planning and Resiliency 
 

Numerous studies and reports have documented the impacts that climate change is having 
and will continue to have to Connecticut’s shoreline, marine environment, agriculture, economic 
activity, and human health.1 Connecticut has already experienced devastating storms, flooding 

                                                 
1 Environmental Protection Agency, What Climate Change Means for Connecticut, Aug.2016, 
https://19january2017snapshot.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2016-09/documents/climate-change-ct.pdf; 
Adaptation Subcommittee to the Governor’s Steering Committee on Climate Change, The Impacts of 
Climate Change on Connecticut Agriculture, Infrastructure, Natural Resources and Public Health, 2010, 
http://www.ct.gov/deep/lib/deep/climatechange/impactsofclimatechange.pdf. 
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and extreme temperatures related to global warming. CFE strongly supports SB 7, which will 
help ensure that science-based policy making will continue in Connecticut by strengthening 
climate, energy and coastal and flood management statutes. 

 
A. CFE Supports Establishing an Interim Target of 45% Reduction in GHG 

Emissions by 2030, which is Fair, Achievable, and Good for Connecticut’s 
Economy. 

 
Under the Global Warming Solutions Act (GWSA), a law passed with bipartisan support 

and signed into law by Republican Governor Jodi Rell, Connecticut committed to reducing 
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions by 10% (from 1990 levels) by 2020 and 80% (from 2001 
levels) by 2050.2 These targets are based on scientific data showing that if we do not reduce 
emissions at this rate, we will face serious catastrophic impacts from climate change.3 

 
Despite the almost universal recognition that Connecticut must reduce GHG emissions 

levels, and the significant policies that have been pursued to decrease reliance on carbon 
polluting fossil fuels and transition to clean, renewable energy resources, Connecticut is 
currently at risk of failing to meet our 2020 target. According to both DEEP4 and Acadia Center5 
analysis, emissions have risen since 2012: 

 

 

                                                 
2 Office of Governor Rell, Governor Rell Signs Global Warming Bill, 
http://www.ct.gov/Governorrell/cwp/view.asp?A=3293&Q=416836 (noting the GWSA “creates 
mandatory global warming pollution caps”). 
3 Climate System research Center, University of Massachusetts Amherst, Climate Change State Profiles, 
Connecticut, https://www.geo.umass.edu/climate/stateClimateReports/CT_ClimateReport_CSRC.pdf.  
See generally, NASA, Scientific Consensus: Earth’s Climate is Warming,  
https://climate.nasa.gov/scientific-consensus/; 
4 DEEP, 2013 Connecticut Greenhouse Gas Emissions Inventory, 
http://www.ct.gov/deep/lib/deep/climatechange/2012_ghg_inventory_2015/ct_2013_ghg_inventory.pdf. 
(“Utilizing the consumption-based approach for the electricity sector, Connecticut’s economy wide GHG 
emissions in 2013 were 43 million metric tons (MMT) of carbon dioxide equivalent (CO2e), or 4 percent 
below 1990 levels.4 In comparison, economy-wide GHG emissions using the generation-based approach 
were 41 MMTCO2e, or 9 percent below 1990 levels.”) 
5 Acadia Center, Updated Greenhouse Gas Emissions Inventory for Connecticut, Recent Increases and 
Underlying Factors, June 13, 016, http://acadiacenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/CT-GHG-
Emissions-Inventory-Report-2.pdf.  




